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Leaders in congress are right now debate a new stimulus due to Covid. The question and energy from the 
left has been that we need Medicare for All and a UBI, as people have lost their employment and therefore 
their healthcare. During a pandemic, this seems existential. A near $900 billion stimulus will include one 
round of $1,200 checks, while there are some who want direct payments instead. Treasury Secretary 
Mnuchin has called for stimulus checks half the size mentioned above, while many Republicans agree as 
they try to slash unemployment benefits and aid to states and municipalities. 


But the addition of the stimulus checks is expected to come in part by reducing the amount of 
unemployment aid. Congressional leadership has told other lawmakers that they are planning on 
reducing the number of unemployment benefits by one month from the bipartisan plan, according to 
two people granted anonymity to share private remarks. That could mean that the extended benefits 
expire at the end of March. Such a timeline could force the incoming Biden administration to move 
more quickly in their effort to pass a massive stimulus bill early next year. 
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In other words, in order to give you Covid relief, they’re going to take away some benefits to give you others. 
What is the point of this? You get between $1,200 and $600 once, and then get your unemployment taken 
away. Notice this kind of austerity towards the people is never practiced towards corporations or the rich. 
The CARES act constituted the largest upward transfer of wealth from the bottom 90% to the top 1%, and 
yet there is never a question of who will or how it will be paid for. But if you suggest the workers or normal 
Americans get any economic relief, during a pandemic when the government has shutdown your business or 
workplace, you’re a crazy communist who probably doesn’t understand how money works. 


The criminal nature of the Washington enterprise is unprecedented in terms of corruption. They aren't even 
giving you crumbs and the crumbs they do give you they snatch away post haste. Which brings me to 
Biden’s presidency and Donald Trump. No former or sitting US president has ever been prosecuted; even 
Nixon knew when to resign and get out of the way of the political bull about to gore his ass. Two issues have 
to weighed: the issue of blowback and the issue of precedent. It is no secret, except perhaps to Maga cult 
members, that Trump is a criminal thug who has enriched himself, lied to supporters and caused lots of 
chaos on Capitol Hill without doing much of anything substantially different in terms of policy. One example is 
the deals to the Saudis, of course having nothing to do with a stake they had in his hotels. Tax fraud is 
related, as is the cronyism seen in the administration of hiring people based who brown noses the hardest. 


My thinking is that Trump will get off scot-free. Most other presidents in recent memory were war criminals or 
in bed with corruption at some level. Biden prosecuting Trump would cause levels of partisanship unseen 
since the Tea Party’s revolt against the neocons and Obama White House. Biden doesn’t need to prosecute 
Trump, he needs to govern for the economic good of the people. 


Links 


Illusions: https://cspicenter.org/the-national-populist-illusion-why-culture-not-economics-drives-american- 
politics/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/ejuzh 


Stimulus ongoing: https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/16/congress-deal-covid-relief-446244 
Archive: https://archive.vn/dgb2f 


Stimulus checks: https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/12/16/congress-stimulus-checks-relief/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/Y C6VN 


Rising poverty: https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/12/16/poverty-rising/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/FxMzf 


Corruption thread: https://twitter.com/FinancialTimes/status/1338925609683136513 
Archive: https://archive.vn/rhhhn 


Prosecuting trump: https://www.ft.com/content/b83d2ae9-4c1 f-47c8-8947-90892b8e2117 
Archive: https://archive.vn/IQiYh 


2/3 


3/3 


